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SEATTLE . (UPI) - Atty. Gen. 
Griffin Bell says a still-secret Justice 
Department _ investigation does not 
rule out the possibility there was a 
conspiracy to assassinate Martin Lu- 
ther King. . ■ • . 

“I have read the special report the 
Justice Department had on the assas- 
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
and, there are some questions that 
are still unanswered/’ Bell said. 

’ Asked if it ruled out the theory that 
convicted assassin James Earl Ray 
was part of a larger conspiracy in the 
1968 assassination of the civil rights j 
leader* Bell said, “I think if you read; 
the report you could lean to either! 
side on it. You could say there is no 
evidence of a conspiracy or still won- 
der if there was — that there had to 
be a conspiracy.. 

“That’s one reason I .want to re- 
lease the report. I want everybody to 
be able to read the report and makej 
up their own minds on it/’ Bell said, . j 


BELL NOTED THE study was; 
centered on the FBI and its conduct 
in the assassination investigation — ; 
not on the ultimate question of who 
else might have been involved in the; 
slaying. -/-v. • • "j 

“We’d like to have answers to twoj 
or three more-questions/’ he saidJ 
“ft’s not a 100 percent case in the; 
sense that everything has been an-i 
swered.” . . • : | 

He indicated 'Ray refused to be in-j 
terviewed by . the Justice Department! 
and said such an - interview ; might; 
help clarify some questions. /••'•• - i 

Iiran interview yesterday on CBS-’ 
TV’s “Face the Nation,” Bell also re- 
vealed' he Jiad rejected a plea from • 
Indiana v -authorities^ to promise I 
Anthony G. -Kirits is /immunity from j 
federal prosecution in return for free- 
ing a hostage last week in Indianap- 
olis. •- ! 

“i was asked to give him immunity j 
and I was advised it would be done j 
under duress and we wouldn’t have 1 
to honor it/.; Bell said. “I said I don’t ; 
think ‘the government ought to lie. i 
Someday we might want to give; 
someone immunity and they wouldn’t i 
believe us. Besides that, we ought not i 
to bargain with somebody holding a I 
hostage.” : : . ' j 


IN REPLY TO questions, Bell said , 



